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Story outline

Aaron is playing in the park with his sister when he finds a lighter. Instead of handing the lighter to his mum, Aaron makes the fateful
decision to keep it to play with at home. What happens next is an all too well-known scenario for many young West Australians: Aaron
lights a fire in his bedroom that quickly gets out of control. Aaron and his family are forced to escape their burning house.

Target audience
These activities are suitable for children aged 4 to 8 years. With younger children you may choose to ask less questions and provide
them with more prompts.

Activity
Aaron’s Promise eBook can be downloaded from the DFES website.

Read the book to your child. We have included some suggested questions during reading. Pause at the end of each of the pages to
ask and answer your child’s questions.
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Written by Chris Cairns
lllustrated by Mike Nicholas

e What do you think this story is about?
¢ What does the boy have in his hand?
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Aaron stopped suddenly. “Hey Stella, look what | Aaron knew Mum would not be happy with him if
found in the grass. It’s a lighter. | hope it works.” she knew he had the lighter. His tummy started to

feel funny.
“You have to give it to Mum,” Stella said. “She
always tells us that we shouldn’t touch lighters.”

“No, | found it. I'm keeping it.” Aaron put the
lighter in his pocket and whispered, “Don’t tell
Mum and I'll let you play with it too.”

Aaron’s hand kept creeping into his pocket to
feel the lighter. “I can’t wait to get home,” he
thought. “I'm going to see how lighters work.”
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e What did Aaron do with the lighter?
¢ What should Aaron have done with the lighter?
e What could Stella have done?
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When everyone was home, they ran
to Aaron's bedroom. Aaron put Ted
in his usual spot on his bed, shut the
door and took out the lighter from
his pocket.

“Pm going to see if | can get the
lighter to work,” Aaron said to Stella.

“You're going to get into trouble,”
warned Stella. But she stayed to watch.

Aaron had that funny feeling in his
tummy again. It was like butterflies
flying around inside him.



https://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/schooleducation/parents/Documents/Aaron%27s%20Promise.int.%20acc.pdf

/'/’ Aaron threw it down as the fire

=" started to burn his hand. The
burning paper fell onto his library
bag. The bag started to burn.

Aaron couldn’t believe his eyes. The fire quickly grew bigger

Stella began to cry and Dasher and suddenly ... WHOOSH!
was whimpering and scratching at The clothes in his wardrobe
the bedroom door. caught fire.

¢ What has happened with the paper that Aaron was playing with?
e Why are Aaron and Stella looking up?
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“Oh, no!” yelled Aaron as he watched the flames “Stay on the floor. We have to keep low!” Aaron
leap to the ceiling. It started to get very hot and shouted.

the room was filling with smoke.
As Aaron opened his bedroom door the smoke

Aaron saw Stella crouched on the floor and staring alarm started to scream ... BEEP, BEEP, BEEP!
at the fire. He grabbed her by the hand. Dasher pushed past them and they all crawled
down the hallway towards the front door.

e What do Aaron and Stella do to move out of the room? (They crawl on their hands and knees to stay below the smoke — Get
Down Low and Go Go Go!)

Page 8

Mum was in the back room when she heard
| the smoke alarm.

“There must be a fire in the house,” she said.
Mum ran towards Aaron’s bedroom.

Smoke was billowing out of his doorway.
Mum screamed, “Aaron! Stella! Are you in there?”

Mum turned as she heard Aaron’s voice call from
outside the front door. “Mum, we're outside!”

Mum started to cough. She was finding it very
hard to breathe in the smoke. Both Aaron and
Stella screamed, “Mum get down low, you have
to crawl under the smoke!”

e How does Mum know there is a fire? What sound does the smoke alarm make?
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The neighbours had already called 000 Mum looked at Aaron and said, “Well done Aaron
by the time everyone was safely outside. for looking after your sister.” She stopped and then

Everyone stood behind the letterbox and asked, “Where were you when the fire started?”

waited for the fire service.
Aaron took a deep breath and began to cry, “I'm

Suddenly Aaron froze. “TED!"” he screamed. sorry Mum. | found a lighter at the park and | hid it
in my pocket. | wanted to see how it worked. | didn't
mean to burn our house down. It was an accident.”
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Everyone is outside. Why are they standing at the letterbox? (It is their agreed meeting place?)
What phone number do you call if there is a fire?

Ted is still inside. Should Aaron go back inside to get Ted?

Why is it important to stay together and not go back into a burning house?
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When the fire was out, one of the firefighters came Aaron held Ted close and said, “I promise | will
out of the house and handed Aaron his burnt Teddy. never play with lighters again.”

What promise does Aaron make to the firefighter?
What could you do if you found a lighter or matches?
Do you have any questions?

Suggested activities with your children after reading the book

Have a follow-up conversation with your child about the story

Draw a picture of what they should do if they find matches or lighters in the park

Act out ‘Get down low and Go Go Go’ — by crawling underneath pretend smoke

Take your children to see the working smoke alarms in your house

Have a conversation with your child about a ‘meeting place’ for your family in the case of a fire emergency
Practice meeting together at the meeting place of your house.



